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THE BALDWIN APPLE.*

BY REV. LEANDER THOMPSON.

No less than seven cities contended for the honor of having
been the birthplace of Homer. Each of the seven, however,
was indifferent to the claim till the fame of the poet had been
achieved. Smyrna, Chios, Colophon, Salamis, Rhodes, Argos,
Athenae, each and all, then were ready to claim, as they were to
worship, the "Divine Homer."

Thus, in its humble way, has the Baldwin apple, with its world
wide fame, found numerous aspirants for the honor of possessing
the original parent tree. Spread out before me as I write, are
some forty or more papers, each containing its own story of the
origin and history of this apple; and it is a noticeable fact that
claims are set up in these papers for the old classical "seven
different towns to the honor of its birthplace: Tewksbury, Bil
lerica, Burlington, Wilmington, Somerville, Medford, in Massa
chusetts, and Baldwin, in the State of Maine.
The writer of this article is not a native, nor has he been a

resident, of either of the seven towns named, and has no claim
to present for his native Woburn, personally having no prejudice
or preference for or against the conflicting claimants; yet in the
interests of simple truth feels it proper to state certain historical
facts which have been as familiar to him as household words from
his childhood, and to corroborate these facts by the testimony of
others. In comparing the statements of different writers upon
*Copied from the "Winchester Record" by the courtesy of Hon. Abijah Thompson,

president of the Winchester Historical and Genealogical Society, of Winchester, Mass.



this subject it is very noticeable that they largely copy, essen
tially, the statements of others, and very few of them have made
independent investigation for themselves. The "hearsays"
abound, and inferences from rumors, themselves without founda
tion, are still wider from historical fact.
The only claim which Billerica and Burlington seem to urge

for the disputed honor, as far as is known to the writer, rests
upon the fact that the wooded region in Wilmington, in which
tradition says that Mr. Butters found the small original tree,
which he transplanted near his house, borders upon both these
towns and is not far from either. Charles Francis Adams, Jr.,
in the "Memorial History of Boston," says: "One autumn
day, while surveying the route of the Middlesex canal in Bu
lerica, old Colonel Baldwin chanced across an apple tree, the
fruit of which was very red and handsome," etc. In the
"Journal of Agriculture," 1852, another writer is referred to,
who supposes Burlington, adjoining Woburn, was the native
place of this apple. If there was a man living who should have
known the validity of these statements when they were made, it
was the Rev. Samuel Sewall, the very careful writer of the
"History of Woburn," including that of Burlington, as well as
frequent notice of Billerica, an adjoining town; but he names
Wilmington as the unquestioned native place of the apple.
The claim of Tewksbury is more positive. A writer in

"Cole's Fruit Book," in 1849, says of the Baldwin apple that
"Wilmington and Tewksbury seem to have an equal claim."
But the writer of the following letter, found in the "American
Gardener's Magazine," October, 1835, is very confident in his
expressions:
The original tree grew on the farm of my grandfather, Mr. John Ball, for

merly of Tewksbury. The farm was situated one mile and a half south of the
Merrimack river, and three miles southeast of Lowell. Mr. Ball purchased the
land, then in a state of nature, about the year 1740. He cleared up a small
lot, on which he erected buildings. This tree came up not long after in the
lane leading from the house to the barn. My father, the late Dr. Benjamin
Kittredge, of Tewksbury, who was born in the year 1742, within a quarter of
a mile of the tree, and resided there until his death in 1822, said it was a large
tree when he was a lad; that it was not engrafted, as no person at that time in
Tewksbury was acquainted with grafting; that it was, to use his expression,



"the mother of them all." It is now more than forty years since scions were
taken from this tree and set on trees growing on my father's farm.
The apple was confined to that neighborhood for many years, when the late

Colonel Baldwin, of Woburn, became acquainted with it. He at once per
ceived its great excellences and brought it into general notice. From him it
received its present name. We called it the "Red Graft," as it was then the
only engrafted fruit we had on the farm, and it still retains that name in our
family.
The original tree was alive when I removed to this place in the summer of

1817. In 1832, being at Tewksbury, I visited the spot where it once stood,
but found it had disappeared. It was a very high tree, by far the highest apple
tree I have ever seen; but not large in circumference, the limbs growing up
right. The trunk, too, was unusually large for a Baldwin, but had begun to
decay when I last saw it.




Yours truly,
(Signed) RUFUS KITTREDGE.

PORTSMOUTH, September 8, 1835.

Now, not stopping to show that Colonel Baldwin could not
have taken his first scions from each one of several trees in sev
eral towns, as is affirmed, we will attend to a letter written
between nine and ten years before that of Mr. Kittredge above,
and published in the "New England Farmer" in 1826. The
writer is a well-known Wilmington man, but resides in Boston.

EXTRACT FROM LETTER.
Having noticed some remarks in a late number of your paper respecting the

origin of the fruit known in this city by the name of the Baldwin apple, I take
the liberty of stating the following facts, many of which I sin personally
knowing to, and others I have learned from the oldest inhabitants of the town.
An old gentleman of Wilmington, by the name of Butters, discovered on his

farm an apple tree of spontaneous origin, which bore a fine red apple. The
tree was very productive and the apple very much admired, and it was denom
inated in the neighborhood the "Butters apple." Afterward it was called the
"woodpecker," because the bird of this naine frequented this tree in preference
to others, probably on account of the richness of the flavor of its sap. It has
by some been called by abbreviation the "pecker " apple. Colonel Baldwin,
of Voburn, first introduced the "woodpecker"intothemarket,henceittook
the name of the " Baldwin apple."

Fifty years ago, about 1775, Dr. Jabez Brown, of Wilmington, now eighty-
three years old, took scions from the mother tree and grafted two trees on a
farm of his in the town of Tewksbury. Forty-five years ago this gentleman
brought specimens of the "woodpecker" apple to Boston, 1780, and presented



them to General Sullivan, afterward Governor Sullivan. The growth of this fruit
must at that time have been confined to a verysmall number of tees, probably
not more than four or five, for within my remembrance, say thirty years ago,
1776, I could have pointed out all the trees which thenbore the "woodpecker."
I took scions myself from a graft taken from the original tree and carried them
to the town of Uxbridge, in the county of Worcester, where they are now pro
ducing on the farm of Hon. B. Taft.
Many of the facts, as I have stated, I am personally knowing to; others I

have recently ascertained from some of the oldest inhabitants of Wilmington,
particularly from Dr. Brown and a man by the name of Butters, the oldest of
that name now living, and a distant relation of the original discoverer of the
"woodpecker" apple.




Your obedient servant,
BOSTON, April 12, 1826. J. B. BROWN.

I have introduced the foregoing letter not merely as furnishing
testimony in favor of Wilmington, which is at present deferred,
but as casting a light on what has been called the "equal claim"
of Wilmington and Tewksbury. Besides expressly declaring
Wilmington to be the original home of the pecker apple, it tells
us that Dr. Jabez Brown, on Dr. Brown's own authority, took
scions from the mother tree at a very early period-about the
time, so far as we know, when Mr. Butters first discovered the
qualities of the fruit, and grafted two trees on his farm in
Tewksbury.

This may or may not have been the origin of the tree men
tioned by Mr. Kittredge, but Mr. Kittredge's account of the
peculiar form and appearance of his grandfather's tree quite
agrees with that of Asa G. Sheldon, the famous Wilmington
farmer, who was a member of the legislative committee to inves
tigate the whole matter.
Mr. Sheldon says, 2862: "I once heard that the tree was

claimed in North Tewksbury, and made a journey up there to
see what proof could be afforded of it. I was shown a tree they
call a Baldwin, but it bore little resemblance to the Baldwin tree
of Wilmington. I know of no better way to describe it than by
calling it a two-story tree. I did not see any of the fruit, nor
could I find a man in the neighborhood able to give any infor
mation as to where the tree came from." It seems from this
account and from Mr. Kittredge's account that, though Dr.



Brown had at a very early period put Wilmington scions into
treesofhisowninTewksbury,theKittredgeapplewasreallynotthe

same variety of fruit, and that the trees were quite unlike in
their appearance.
The claim of Somerville and Samuel Jaques evidently has its

origin in simple misapprehension and hasty inference. A writer
in "Downing's Horticulturist," 1846, says: "I am informed
that Maj. Samuel Jaques, of Somerville, eminent as an agricul
turist, breeder, and horticulturist, as well as a public benefactor
of the age, now owns that part of the farm on which the original
Baldwin tree grew, and has placed a monument on the sitewhere
it once flourished." It is singular that, though the writer,
Benjamin V. French, of Braintree, has in this very article ex
pressly said the original tree grew on the farm of Mr. Butters in
Wilmington, some other writer weakly inferred that because
Colonel Jaques owned the land on which the original tree stood,
therefore the original tree grew in Somerville, where Colonel
Jaques lived.

Still later, in 1852, a writer in the "Journal of Agriculture "
comes nearer to the whole truth in the following paragraph:
"Colonel Jaques is referred to as owning the ground where the
original tree stood, and as putting up a 'monument' to its
memory. We believe it is a fact that Colonel Jaques owns the
land referred to, and that he marked the former site of the tree by
a wooden post, which is shortly to give place to a block of
granite. In a letter which the writer of this received from
Colonel Jaques, in 2847, he states that the present tree stood in
Wilmington, and in the year 2784 he went with his father and
Col. Loammi Baldwin and saw them cut scions from it." Thus
Colonel Jaques himself disposes of the Somerville claim. The
present writer well remembers him as a man and a relative.
Another claimant for the honor is the town of Baldwin,

Maine. In August, 2872, a well-known and popular writer in
the "American Agriculturist," published in New York, furnished
the following in regard to the Baldwin apple and its origin:
"It is not improbable that of the many who are able to pro
cure a taste of the delicious Baldwin apple not more than one in
ten knows from whence it originated, or knows anything of some



historical points associated therewith. The Baldwin apple came
from a seedling planted by Josiah Pearce, Esq., of the town of
Baldwin, Maine. From this stock innumerable grafts have ex
tended the fruit far and wide, but from the well-known law of
extension the Baldwin apple is rarely found in perfection when
far removed from the place where it originated. In Maine, the
color, texture, aroma, and solidity of the apple leave nothing to
desire."
In reply to the claim of Baldwin, Maine, the present writer

sent to the "Agriculturist" a communication which the editor
refused to publish, declaring that "for the sake of peace he was
willing to admit that the Baldwin apple originated on six differ
ent farms." The entire articles and correspondence were pub
lished in the "Woburn Journal," February 22, 1873. The
following is a brief extract from the communication to the
"Agriculturist" : "Related to each of the families referred to
in the article on the Baldwin apple, - Baldwin, Pearce, and
Thompson, -and having for my home a house separated from
the old Baldwin farm by only a narrow street, and from which I
can look upon the spot where the dilapidated cellar of the old
mansion of Josiah Pearce still remains, you will not wonder that
the confident statements of your correspondent amazed me.
The Baldwin apple did not originate in Baldwin, Maine, nor
was it originated with Josiah Pearce, Esq., of that town. A
friend and neighbor of Colonel Baldwin, he took grafts from
Woburn to his new home in Maine, where, as in Woburn, the
apple became known as the 'Baldwin.'
In a recent letter from George R. Baldwin, Esq., the only sur

viving son of Col. Loammi Baldwin, now eighty-seven years old,
he writes: "As to Baldwin, Maine, there can be no doubt but
the scions came from Woburn, and that my father, or his friend
and partner, Josiah Pearce, Esq., who emigrated from Woburn
to Flintstown, afterward Baldwin, introduced the apple there, as
they were connected in business."
The claim of Medford is set forth in Brooks's " History of

Medford," pages 19 and 20, as follows:
"To Medford belongs the introduction of the celebrated

Baldwin apple. The first tree producing this delicious fruit grew



on the side hill, within two rods of the former Woburn line, and
about ten rods east of the present road which leads from West
Medford to the ancient boundary of Woburn. It was on the
farm occupied by Mr. Thompson, forty or fifty rods south of
what used to be called the 'Black Horse Tavern.' At the
request of Governor Brooks, the writer made a visit to that tree,
in 1813, and climbed it. It was very old and partly decayed,
but bore fruit abundantly. Around its trunk the woodpeckers
had drilled as many as five or six circles of holes not larger than
a pea, and from this visible peculiarity the apples were called
'woodpecker apples.' By degrees their name was shortened to
'peckers,' and during my youth they were seldom called by any
other name.
"How they came by their present appellation is this: Young

Baldwin, of Woburn, afterward a colonel, and father of Loammi,
was an intimate friend of young Thompson (afterward Count
Rumford), and, as lovers of science, they asked permission of
Professor Winthrop to attend his course of lectures in natural phi
losophy at Harvard College. Twice each week these two thirsty
and ambitious students walked from their homes in Woburn to
bring back with them from Cambridge the teachings of the learned
professor. One day, as they were passing by the 'woodpecker
tree,' they stopped to contemplate the tempting red cheeks on
those loaded boughs, and the result of such contemplation was
the usual one, - they took and tasted. Sudden and great sur
prise was the consequence. They instantly exclaimed to each
other that it was the finest apple they had ever tasted. Some
years after this, Colonel Baldwin took several scions to a public
nursery, and from this circumstance they named the apple after
him, which name it has since retained. In the gale of Septem
ber, 1815, this parent tree fell."

Brooks's History was published in 1855. In 1880, Edwin A.
Wadleigh, in his "Historical Sketch of Winchester," repeats in
substance the statement of Brooks, as follows: "Black Horse
Tavern, as it was termed, on Main street, was a noted resort for
stage coaches and teams passing through the village. On the
same street, at the corner of the house formerly occupied by
Deacon Lamson, stood the original Baldwin apple tree, from



which numerous scions were taken at various times. It was
taken down several years ago at a good old age."

Here is this claim, the unconscious fallacy of which appears
from the following facts:
Loammi Baldwin and Benjamin Thompson (Count Rumford)

attended Professor Winthrop's lectures at Cambridge, in 1770,
Baldwin being in his twenty-seventh year and Thompson in his
eighteenth. The year 1770 15 earlier by several years than the
earliest date which the Baldwins and Thompsons themselves were
accustomed to assign to the discovery. Six years after this, or
in 1776, Benjamin Thompson left the country, and the two men
remained warm friends and correspondents till the death of
Baldwin, October 20, 1807. In one of the letters of Baldwin
to Count Rumford, found in Dr. Ellis's Life of the Count, page
375, and bearing date November , 1799,-twenty-nine years
after the two students are stated to have discovered the apple,
we find the following:

My DEAR COUNT,- In the cask of fruit which your daughter and Mr.
Rolfe have sent you there are half a dozen apples of the growth of my farm,
wrapped up in papers with the naine of Baldwin apples written upon them.
If these apples should continue in a state of preservation until you receive
them, and you happen to be in company with any good connoisseurs in the
distinguishing characters of that kind of fruit, it would gratify me much to
know the true English naine for it. However, I rather doubt whether the nice
characters of this apple will answer exactly to any particular species of English
fruit, as it is (I believe) a spontaneous production of this country, that is, it
was not originally engrafted fruit.

Is it credible that Colonel Baldwin could have written in this
strain to the very friend and fellow-student, who, with himself,
had "discovered and greatly admired" this very apple? The
whole letter evidently assumes that Count Rumford had never
seen or heard of it. Dr. Ellis, after referring to the story in
Brooks's History, significantly says, page 377: "If this be true,
it is strange that Baldwin made no reference to the incident when
sending the apples to Rumford," that is, of their discovery
and eating of the apples when walking together to the Cambridge
lectures.



To the letter of Colonel Baldwin above, it is proper to add a
few lines from his only surviving son, George Rumford, now in
his eighty-eighth year -the owner for many years, and during a
part of each the occupant, of the old Baldwin homestead:
"If there had been such a tree at Black Horse Hill, from

which my father obtained the scions he grafted into the young
apple tree stocks, where he filled a field of four acres with them,
it is very strange that I have never heard from any one of the
family that there was the original site where he got his scions. I
went to school in Medford several years before 1815, and used to
walk home to Woburn past the site of the Medford tree, as well
as when going to and from Boston previous to that year, but
never was told by any one that my father procured his scions
from that locality. The four-acre orchard mentioned above is
that in front of your house, and was set out in 1787 by my
father. The grafted stocks were set out, two rods apart, in rows
at right angles with each other, say twelve rows each way, the
field being large enough for 144 stocks, requiring 288 scions, or
two to each stock. If all the scions were to come from the
Medford tree, it would be robbing both tree and owner."

There has long been a tradition in the Thompson family that
Samuel Thompson, Esq., and Sheriff Abijah Thompson were the
first to take scions from the Wilmington tree, and to secure fruit
from the grafted trees on their own grounds, from which, at least
in part, they supplied Colonel Baldwin, though he also, on a
smaller scale, had probably cut a few scions from the original
tree. It is to this tradition that Mr. Baldwin refers when he
adds to the above the following sentence: "I am inclined to
believe that if your grandfather, Abijah Thompson, the sheriff,
had that long row of bearing trees on the westerly side of the
present West street, which you mention in your letter, then New
bridge trees (now North Woburn) furnished the scions my father
used in making his orchard on the opposite side of the road."
There is a strong probability that Brooks, the historian, either

misapprehended his kinsman, Governor Brooks, or, after the
lapse of years, has inadvertently confounded Samuel Thompson,
of Medford, and a tree on his farm, with Samuel Thompson, of
Woburn, and the tree in Wilmington. Governor Brooks must



have known Colonel Baldwin, as they were associated in the
enterprise of the Middlesex canal. It is not at all improbable
that the two men were together at different times along the
course of the canal, in both Woburn and Wilmington, and that
the Governor was well acquainted with Samuel Thompson's and
Colonel Baldwin's connection with the Wilmington discovery.
This is rendered the more probable by the following communi
cation, copied from the "Green Mountain Farmer" in the

II Woburn Journal" for March 6, 1852, - three years before
Brooks's History was published. It seems at first sight a case of
Brooks versus Brooks, but charity suggests rather a slip of the
pen or of the memory on the part of the undoubtedly excellent
writer of that history. The writer says:
"In the conflict of testimony we beg leave to repeat in sub

stance the account we published a year or two ago respecting the
origin of the far-famed (Baldwin) apple, and give the authority
we had for our statements. Our account was that this tree grew,
and at the close of the Revolution was standing, in the orchard
of Samuel Thompson, of Woburn, and was known by the name
of the 'woodpecker tree,' and its fruit being a great favorite
with the boys was often stolen and carried to other parts of the
town. In this way Col. Loammi Baldwin, father of the late
United States engineer of that name, got a taste of the fruit,
admired it, procured a supply of the scions, and engrafted them
in his own orchard.
"In a few years, when the grafts began to bear, he took pride

in regaling his visitors from abroad with his new fruit, and they
in turn begged scions." -" Our authority for this account was
the Rev. Charles Brooks, of Boston, who for general accuracy
as a naturalist is surpassed by few, and who, on being again
questioned by us on the subject, in an interview we had with him
in the city a few months ago, fully reaffirmed the statement,
and said he had it from his kinsman, the late Governor Brooks,
who, when a boy, was personally knowing to the circumstances.
And this, we confidently believe, is the true history of the fruit
which should be called the Thompson, instead of the Baldwin
apple."
The testimonies in support of the claim of Wilmington are



almost numberless. Some of them have been already expressed
or implied, and need not be repeated.

The veteran nursery-man, formerly of Burlington, but for
many years past of Reading, Mr. J. W. Manning, says: "The
Baldwin apple originated only four miles from our nursery, on
the Butters farm in Wilmington."

The well-remembered brothers, John and Stephen Swan, who
inherited their father's farm in Charlestown (later Arlington)
and died, the former in 1864, aged eighty-eight, and the other in
1871, aged eighty-six, were all their lives largely engaged in
raising fruit, making a specialty of the Baldwin apple, often
carrying to market from one hundred to five hundred barrels of
this apple alone in a single year. Abijah Thompson, Esq., of
Winchester, connected with these families by marriage, says:
"Mr. Stephen Swan informed me previous to 1850, that the
'pecker' apple was discovered in Wilmington, Mass. And Mr.
John Swan, Jr., born June 25, 1817, and now living (1884),
informs me that his father said to him that the 'pecker' apple
was found near the line of Woburn and Wilmington, Mass."

Lemuel C. Eames, Esq., an old and highly respected citizen of
Wilmington, in his article furnished for the "History of Middle
sex County," says (vol. ii. p. 509): "The original Baldwin apple
was found on land owned by James Butters, in the south part of
Wilmington." -" Col. Loammi Baldwin, of Woburn, who
owned land near this tree, fortunately became interested in the
propagation of this variety of fruit," etc. The late George M.
Champney, of the Woburn Public Library, in Drake's "History
of Middlesex County," gives an account of the apple very
similar to that of Mr. Eames, and distinctly names the farm of
Mr. Butters in Wilmington as the site of the discovery.

Rev. Samuel Sewall, in his " History of Woburn" (pp. 388,
389), gives the same testimony more in detail, and mentions the
common tradition that the tree was blown down in the famous
September gale in 1815. The son of the last named, Samuel
Sewall, Esq., of Burlington, says in a recent letter: "My father
had a map or plan of the site where the original Baldwin tree
was found, taken by Cyrus Thompson, of North Woburn, and I
think also the affidavit of an old mari, a Mr. Butters, a native of



that part of Wilmington, in regard to his knowledge of the
matter. This was done at the desire of the late James F. Bald
win, of Boston. I have heard my father relate the facts given
in the Woburn history many times, and it seemed to be without
dispute."

In the New England Farmer," J. W. Proctor writes, March
ro, 1852: "I have ascertained from an intelligent observer of
facts in Wilmington that he knows the position in which the tree
that bore the original of this apple formerly stood. It was on a
farm owned by James Butters, of Wilmington. About twenty
five years since, Mr. Butters himself showed him the place in
which it stood, and the hollow from which the stump was re
moved is distinctly to be seen."
In the "Life ofAsa G. Sheldon," the famous Wilmington farmer,

and a member of the committee appointed to investigate this
whole business, he says (pp. 347, 348): "The origin of the
Baldwin apple has been much disputed. Many are willing to
claim it, but from authentic sources I have gained information
that it was a wild tree taken from the woods in the south part of
Wilmington, on what is called Wood Hill, by William Butters,
and transplanted and set about fourteen rods from his back door.
Mr. James Butters, who lived on Wood Hill, informed me that
the tree was taken from land of his, and frequently urged me to
go and see the hole it was taken out of; and the last time I well
remember his words: 'You will be sorry if you don't.' Simeon
Butters, son of James before mentioned, showed me, as near as
he could recollect, where the tree stood when it bore fruit;
and at another time Mr. Butters showed me the same, and they
did not vary four feet. Likewise the widow of Loammi Butters
identified the same spot."

Benj. V. French, of Braintree, in "Downing's Horticultur
ist" (vol. i. 1846), says of the Baldwin apple: "This justly
esteemed fruit originated in Wilmington, Mass. The original
tree grew on the farm of a Mr. Butters, and was known for a time
as the Butters apple. My trees, which I set out twenty-eight
years since, are registered 'peckers.'
The "Boston Daily News" January 23, 1875, copies from the

"Nashua (New Hampshire) Telegraph" an article from Mr. H.



Blood, of the latter city, which, with some unimportant vari
ations, agrees with the foregoing in the mention of Butters and
Colonel Baldwin, and the Wilmington locality of the original
tree.
The following statement of Abijah Thompson, Esq., of Win

chester, is of special interest, from the fact that his father was a
grandson of Sheriff Abijah Thompson, the intimate friend and
associate of Colonel Baldwin in the enterprise of spreading
abroad the newly found apple:
"My father, Benjamin Franklin Thompson, was born in the

north part of Woburn, in 1799, where he spent his boyhood
within the shadow of Loammi Baldwin's old home. After his
marriage, he built near the center of the town, where his chil
dren were born, previous to 1827. He planted many fruit trees,
and a fine orchard of the 'pecker' apple, in which he was
greatly interested. He was very fond of the 'pecker' apple,
and laid in a large store for winter use. It was his custom to
visit often his old mother, who still resided at the old homestead
in North Woburn, taking his children with him. On these occa
sions she always received us with many expressions of joy, and
never allowed us to depart without presenting the old family
'pecker' apple and the old-time mince-pie. In going to and
from the old house we always passed that of Baldwin, and on
one of these occasions my father informed me that the 'pecker'
apple was discovered in Wilmington, and was named the Bald
win for Loammi Baldwin. This led me to inquire why he con
tinued to call it the 'pecker' apple when the correct name was
the Baldwin. His reply was: 'The Thompsons have always
been particularly interested in the "pecker" apple, and it
seems more natural so to call it.' "
The following paper is pertinent here:

The undersigned, natives, and now among the oldest residents, of North
Woburn, hereby certify that from our earliest recollections we were invariably
assured by our parents, grandparents, and, in some instances, by our great-grand
parents, that the original apple tree, long known as the "pecker," and afterward
called the Baldwin, was found in Wilmington, near the road commonly called
Butters Row,and that the Thompson brothers, Samuel and Abijah, took from it
scions, and, after grafting many trees on their own ground, co-operated with



Colonel Loammi Baldwin in widely scattering them, as fast as they were able
to do it, among friends in neighboring towns and elsewhere.

(Signed) RUFUS POOL, in his 80th year, grandson of Jabez Thompson.
CHARLES ROSEWELL THOMPSON, in his 80th year,
HENRY THOMPSON, in his 78th year,
LEANDER THOMPSON, in his 73d year,
C. PAGE HOSMER, in his 72d year.

Grandchildren of Sheriff Abijah Thompson.
JONATHAN TIDD, in his 77th year,
MARSHALL TIDD, in his 66th year,

Great-grandsons of both Samuel and Abijah Thompson.
FEBRUARY, 1885.

The following letter of the late venerable and highly respected
Colonel Leonard Thompson, of Woburn, written about three
months before his death, was addressed to the Hon. Charles
Woodman, and is found in Hon. Marshall P. Wilder's "History
of the Horticulture of Boston and Vicinity," page 637, vol.
iv. of the "Memorial History of Boston." Though in his
ninety-third year, the writer retained to the last a surprising
degree of both physical and mental vigor.

WOBURN, MASS., September 28, 1880.
DR SIR, - Your note of the 26th instant was received, asking me to give

you an account which my grandfather. Samuel Thompson, Esq., gave me ofthe
Baldwin apple. In reply I will say he was a surveyor of land, and while he
was on duty one fall day, in a pasture in the town of Wilmington, near a road
called Butters Row Road, he came across a tree with fine-looking apples
thereon. The tree was hollow with decay, and a woodpecker had found a
place for her nest therein. He said he carried home some of the fruit and
gave his brother Abijah some of it, and they were so highly pleased with it that
they procured a lot of scions from the tree and set them in the trees around
their homes, and they soon began to bear fruit; and they gave some to Colonel
Baldwin, their neighbor, and he valued them so highly he went into them
deeply and spread them around among his friends broadcast, and they had no
name for them, and of course they gave it his name (about 1784). While they
were in the Thompsons' hands they were called the "pecker" apples, after the
old bird. The tree stood in Wilmington, near Butters Row Road.

LEONARD THOMPSON (92 years, 4 months).
HON. CHARLES WOODMAN.



The following extract from a letter of the present writer, dated
December 31, 1884, will appropriately introduce Mr. Baldwin's
reply:
DEAR SIR,-My father, Deacon Charles Thompson, was a son of Sheriff

Abijah Thompson, and died more than fifteen years ago in his eighty-ninth
year. Through all his long life he used to give the same account of the origi
nal tree as having been found in Wilmington, and often told his children that
the row of trees on the eastern slops of Ward Hill, and others here and there
in the vicinity of his house, were grafted by his father with scions which he
himself brought from the original tree, a mile and a half or two miles distant
in Wilmington. Since my father's death (1869) I have occupied his house.
Soon after my return to the old home the last remaining tree in bearing condi
tion of that large number was blown down in an autumn gale and was full of
apples at the time. Several years before this event your brother James visited
it on one or two occasions when laden with fruit, and my father, at his request,
sold to him some of the apples, which both alike regarded as borne on the
only surviving tree of that long line which had been the second generation
from the original.

Parts of Mr. Baldwin's reply to this letter have already been
given, referring to the claim of Baldwin, Maine. The following
has more immediate reference to the claim of Wilmington:

MOUNT PLEASANT, QUEBEC,
RUMFORD HOUSE, January 12, 1885.

Rev. Leander Thornj'son, North Woburn, Mass.:
My DEAR SIR,-I always took it for granted that the Wilmington site was

the true one. That such was my belief I will mention that on one occasion on
passing Butters's house, I think within fifteen years after the gale of 1815, I
called at the house and asked a woman to show me where the apple tree that
bore the "pecker" or Baldwin apple grew. She pointed to a large stump, a
short distance from the house to the north, some four or five rods, the stump
being in line with the road leading up to the house from the south, and where
the road changes its course toward the north or northeast. This position of
the tree does not correspond to that fixed by the legislative committee, which
made a thorough investigation of the subject. The committee consisted of
Hon. Marshall P. Wilder (now living), Mr. Sheldon, of Wilmington, and my
brother, James F. Baldwin, and perhaps our late neighbor, Cyrus Thompson,
Esq., who, if not a member of the committee, acted for it, making a survey of
the roads from Butters's house, through North Woburn village, to my brother
James's house, his plan being engraved and printed, but I think not published.
It showed the site of the tree a few rods westerly of Butterss house. The site



of the tree thus obtained was ordered by the Legislature, as I suppose, to be
marked on the state map, where it will be found on the recent editions.

I cannot fix approximately when the Butters tree was set out. The story I
used to hear when young was that the tree when small was brought home by
the owner of the house from the woods and set out near his house, and that it
was blown down in the great gale of 1815.

I remain, most respectfully yours,
GEORGE R. BALDWIN.

ThereferenceofMr.BaldwintotheorderoftheLegislature
to indicate on the state map the spot in Wilmington where the
original Baldwin apple tree stood, makes it proper to add that,
on the map of Middlesex county, in the "Official Topograph
ical Atlas," published in 1871, the exact spot decided upon by
the committee is plainly indicated.

Col. Marshall P. Wilder, as chairman of the legislative com
mittee, and James F. Baldwin, another son of Col. Loammi
Baldwin, as a leading member, are mentioned as having full con
fidence in the Wilmington site. Mr. Wilder, in his article
already referred to (vol. iv. of the " Memorial History of Bos
ton "), says without any qualification: "From Wilmington
came the world-renowned Baldwin apple, which constitutes the
largest portion of the apples exported from our market, filling
more than three fourths of the six hundred thousand barrels
annually sent abroad."
The writer of this recently addressed a note to Mr. Wilder, to

which the following is in reply:




DORCHESTER, February 18, 1885.
DEAR SIR, -In reply to your inquiries about the origin of the Baldwin

apple, I have to state that, from all the investigations I have been able to make,
I am confirmed in the opinion expressed by the late Col. Leonard Thompson,
that its locality was in the town of Wilmington.
(See his letter to the Hon. C. Woodman, which is printed in my article on

the "History of the Horticulture of Boston and Vicinity " for the "Memorial
History of Boston," published in 1880.)
As chairman of the agricultural meeting to which you refer, at the state

house, some thirty years ago, I called on the late James F. Baldwin, then
living nearly opposite Park-street church, Boston, and he gave me substantially
the same facts as related by Colonel L. Thompson, and of which he enter
tained no doubt. As ever, yours,

MARSHALL P. WILDER.



SUMMARY.

Thus we have considered, fairly we trust, the several claims to
the honor of possessing the original "pecker," or Baldwin, tree.
Only a small part of the testimony in favor of Wilmington has
been given, while all that the writer could find in favor of other
localities has been furnished. He has never known a native of
Wilmington, or of the neighborhood of the Baldwins and
Thompsons, who entertained a doubt on this matter.

It is true there are discrepancies in some minor and unimpor
tant details of the history, and, considering the great number of
narrators of the common traditions, and the lapse of time (more
than a century), it is a marvel that these discrepancies are so
few, while the agreement is so general as to the main facts,
namely, that Wilmington possessed the original tree, that the first
scions for engrafting were taken from that tree, and that all
claimants, except, possibly, the town of Baldwin, Maine, agree
upon the connection of Colonel Loammi Baldwin, of North
Woburn, with the name and propagation of this fruit. This
perfect agreement in the entire community, embracing the fami
lies whose nameseverhavebeen,andstillare,mostintimately
associated with the apple, constitutes an argument as nearly
infallible as is possible in such a case.

It is of very little importance whether Baldwin was surveying
when he discovered the apple, as some tell us, or whether Samuel
Thompson, as others tell us, was surveying and made the dis
covery, or whether they were in company in the surveying and
discovery. Nor is it vital whether Baldwin cut the first scions
for his large orchard from this one tree, as some would have it,
or that the Thompson brothers first did this and supplied Bald
win from their own trees, as their children have always under
stood it. The one essential point, that Wilmington was the
home of the apple, is not impaired.

It is possible, not probable, that nature may have produced
two or more trees, in widely separate localities, bearing (yet
ungrafted) this very apple, with all its superior qualities; but
twenty or one hundred just such trees elsewhere would not dis
prove the fact that the "Baldwin" apple had its name and



origin as it is stated in this paper, nor the fact that Colonel
Baldwin and his nearest neighbors and associates located this, the
first tree they knew about, at Butters Row in Wilmington.

This is the best possible evidence in favor of the Wilmington
claim: No member of the Thompson or Baldwin families
which families have done more than all others to make known
and to spread this fruit-has ever been known to speak of any
other place than Wilmington in this connection. Doubtless the
other claimants, however honest their belief, have been misled
by the confusion of names, careless inferences, or superficial
investigation. The fact that the present writer is allied by ties
of kindred both to the Thompsons and Baldwins, and was born
and brought up in a home (still his own) separated only by a
narrow street from the old orchard of Colonel Baldwin, does not
disqualify him for the writing of this paper. For more than
seventy years he has been familiar with the persons, the locali
ties, and the facts which are inseparable from this history, and
cannot doubt the essential points as herein given.
In analyzing the claims of other localities, some very simple

and intelligible suggestions are commended to the reader:
1. The social and public prominence of the parties admitted

to have had most to do in bringing this fruit into general notice.
The brothers Samuel and Sheriff Abijah Thompson, as well as
their intimate friend, Colonel Baldwin, were widely known as
leading men and public men. Samuel Thompson, Esq., was a
distinguished surveyor, and in his private diary is frequent men
tion of visits in and out of Woburn in this business. And from
vol. iii. of the "Memorial History of Boston" we learn that
it was from his surveys that plans were made of Charlestown, of
Boston and vicinity, and of Cambridge, in 1794 and 1797. He
was also employed in the survey of the Middlesex canal.
Abijah, associated with his brother Samuel in the French war
and in the battles of Lexington and Concord, was for many
years a town officer, keeper of a much frequented hotel, and as
sheriff well known through a wide circuit of towns. Colonel
Baldwin, as a military officer, civil engineer, member of the
General Court, large property-owner, and especially as high
sheriff, was a very prominent man in the county and beyond it.



These were near neighbors and intimate friends, and felt a com
mon interest in extending the knowledge of this excellent fruit.

2. It is a very significant fact that the Thompson brothers
were personally related to many of the persons named in the
claims urged by other places. As for example, Josiah Pearce
(see page 306), before going from North Woburn to Baldwin,
Maine, was the nearest neighbor and the friend of Colonel Bald.
win, as well as his partner in business from 1780 to 1802. His
grandmother was a Thompson, sister of the father of the Thomp
son brothers, and his mother the widow of Benjamin Thompson,
their cousin, and mother of Count Rumford, and Pearce's wife
was the only daughter of Daniel Thompson. When the Pearce
family went to Baldwin, Maine, the widow of Daniel Thompson
accompanied her daughter. Samuel Thompson also accompanied
this family to their new home, leaving Woburn for this purpose
in September, 1783. This was about the time, or but a short
time after, the discovery of the apple in Wilmington, and when
Samuel Thompson was specially active in spreading it abroad, so
that even if Josiah Pearce failed to take scions with him, Samuel
Thompson, according to his accustomed zeal and action in the
matter, would certainly provide his near relatives, in whose
removal he assisted, with them.

Again: Brooks, in his "History of Medford," locates the
first tree "within two rods of the Woburn line, on the farm
occupied by Mr. Thompson, forty or fifty rods south of Black
Horse Tavern." But who was this Mr. Thompson? Elsewhere
we learn it was Samuel Thompson. If so, he was a boy of four
or five years in 1770 (see page 308), when Baldwin and Benjamin
Thompson (the students) are said to have discovered the apple
there. But if it was meant that Samuel Thompson was the
owner of the land in 1813, inheriting it from his father, Josiah
Thompson (who died in 1792), we have the fact that the Med
ford family went from Woburn and were relatives of the more
numerous Woburn branch, in which Samuel Thompson's name
has always been conspicuous in connection with this apple.
Persons bearing thus the same name might easily be confounded.

In that Black Horse Tavern lived a sister of Samuel and
Abijah Thompson, of Woburn, the wife of Noah Wyman, mar-



ried in 1755. Abijah married the sister of Noah Wyman, and
Samuel the widow of Jesse, the brother of Noah. Thus inti
mately connected were the Thompsons and Wymans, and, zealous
as the Thompsons always were in the matter of the apple, it is
hardly possible that they should not either give scions to their
kinsman only forty rods south of them, or at least have had
something to say of the existence of the tree where Brooks
alleges it to have been, that is, forty rods "south of the Black
Horse Tavern"; but no such tradition ever existed in the
Thompson family of Woburn.
In addition to the relationship argument just given, it is to be

remembered that Moses Tufts, of Medford, also married a sister
of Samuel and Abijah Thompson, in 1767, and Mr. Tufts is
mentioned by some writers as active in grafting trees with scions
from the Woburn orchards. And, finally, Col. Samuel Jaques,
of Charlestown, now Somerville, was a native of Wilmington,
and also a relative of Samuel and Abijah Thompson, of North
Woburn. His grandmother was Ruth Thompson, wife of Noah
Wyman, of the Black Horse property, as above.
These intimate personal relationships among so many of the

persons named in the conflicting claims respecting the Baldwin
apple are very significant, especially when we know, beyond
question, that they all, like their friend Colonel Baldwin, were
untiring in their zeal to spread abroad the newly found
fruit.
NORTH WOBURN, March 2, 1885.

NOTE. - In the preparation of the foregoing, the writer gratefully acknowledges the val
uable assistance received from his friend and kinsman, Abijah Thompson, Esq., of Win-
chester, in the work of collecting the necessary material. L. T.
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